Dragon Roots Style Guidelines
Submissions by email
All submissions should be sent to submissions@dragonroots.net.  The email should contain the following information

· Full name
· Any relevant online pseudonyms

· Phone number

· Your article name and a brief description

· Where the work has been published before, if applicable
· A brief bio of yourself and your gaming career

· Attachments with article or artwork

The Word Document

- Articles must be written in clear, understandable language.  Any submitted work may receive a critique and editorial suggestions. Expect that your work will be edited to some degree to match our editorial format.
- Use a Times New Roman font with a 10-point body text.
- It is preferable to write in the third-person but exceptions can be made

- Your article should have a title, although it is subject to editorial change.  Your by-line should be under the title.
- Spell names should be italicised and major words capitalized.  Feats should be italicized only.  
- Character levels should be abbreviated as Sor1 or Rog10 or Brd6.  Multiclass characters should contain a slash to separate the classes like Wiz4/Ftr10.
- It is imperative that you run your submission through a spelling checker and have someone else proof it before you submit it. Spelling and grammar are basic skills that all writers must master.

- When using dashes to set off an independent phrase -- such as this one -- use two characters, and set them off as if they were a separate word. Something -- well, exactly -- like that.

- Ellipses should appear as a single three-character word, set apart from other words. Like ... this. When an ellipse ends a statement or sentence, additional punctuation is not used in addition to the ellipse; it stands by itself and ends the thought or statement. If the ellipse begins or terminates a quotation, the quotation marks directly abut the ellipse. 
- Paragraphs should be indented 1 tab.
- For text that should be fully indented, adjust both left and right margins inward by 1 tab.

- Use double quotes for dialogue. When single quotes are needed, use two 'apostrophes' rather than `open and close' quotes.

- Our recommendation is to take a little extra time to construct your sentences so you can avoid having to use gender-specific terms. For example, by using plural pronouns ("they," "their"), you can avoid having to use the awkward but gender-sensitive construction "he/she" or "his/her."  If unavoidable, use "he" to refer to both genders.
- For more general grammar rules, please refer to the Carnegie Mellon University Writer's Style Guide. In particular, check the pages for Punctuation Primer, Sensitivities, Using Tricky Words and especially Pet Peeves. 
